
Michael Kulik/R3/USEPA/US 

12/09/2010 08:50PM 

To "Terri-A White" 

cc 

bee 

Subject Fw: Fw: from AP reporter 

Not sure how to interpret this. Is HQ upset that we answered the reporter? I would guess so since it is an AP inquiry but I can't tell. 
to -----------------\Sent by EPA Wireless E-Mail Services. 

Jalillsa 

----- Original Message----
From: Jalil Isa 
Sent: 12/09/2010 06:12 PM EST 
To: David Sternberg 
Cc: Daniel Ryan; Michael Kulik 
Subject: Re: Fw: from AP reporter 

f:~i~~e immediate press officer dealing with media inquiries on the HF studyr·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-E-x~·-·-s·-·=·-·o·e-1-i"b_e.rative·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
C.~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~~~:~::~:~~~:;~~:~~~:!?:~)I~~~~tJ~~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~J send a 11 H F genera 1 m ed i a·Tnq-urrre·sTo·me-:- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

Desk statement on HF and common Q&A's: 

http://water.epa.gov/type/groundwater/uic/class2/hydraulicfracturing/index.cfm 

HF Fact Sheet. pdf 

Why are we doing this study? 

Natural gas plays a key role in our nation's clean energy future and the process known as hydraulic 
fracturing is one way of accessing that vital resource. But there are serious concerns about whether the 
process of hydraulic fracturing impacts drinking water, human health and the environment and further 
study is warranted. To address those concerns and strengthen our clean energy future, EPA announced in 
March that it will study the potential adverse impact that hydraulic fracturing may have on drinking 
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water. The process of launching this study is now under way and we will make every effort to produce a 
final report as swiftly as possible. The agency will use the best available science and looks forward to the 
public's input. 

What are the existing EPA regulations for this industry? 

Congress, through the Energy Policy Act of 2005, exempted hydraulic fracturing from regulation under 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). However, EPA has certain authorities under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA) and the Clean Water Act (CWA) in relation to the practice of hydraulic fracturing. For 
example, service companies that perform hydraulic fracturing using diesel fuel must receive prior 
authorization from the UIC program. 

UIC Program: http://www.epa.gov/oqwdwOOO/uic/index.html 

Other underground injection of fluids associated with natural gas production, including disposal of 
wastewater from hydraulic fracturing, is regulated under SDWA through provisions for Class II 
underground injection wells. Disposal of flowback into surface waters of the United States is regulated by 
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. The Clean Water Act 
authorizes the NPDES program. EPA also has broad authority under SDWA and other statutes to respond 
to imminent and substantial endangerment to underground drinking water supplies that may endanger 
public health. 

What is the intended scope of the new EPA study? 

EPA will be conducting this study in response to serious concerns about Hydraulic Fracturing's potential 
impact on drinking water and in response to a request from Congress. This request was included as part 
of the agency's FY10 appropriation conference committee directive. 

Congress provided explicit direction to the agency on the conduct of the study. In particular, Congress 
expects that the study will be conducted through a "transparent, peer-reviewed process"; will "consult 
with other federal agencies as well as appropriate state and interstate regulatory agencies"; and be in 
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"accordance with the agency's quality assurance principles." The agency will follow these directives in 
conducting the study. The proposed study approach will be a comprehensive systems approach to the 
evaluation of hydraulic fracturing in major oil and gas production settings and potential effects on 
drinking water. EPA will use the results from the study to help evaluate potential risks associated with 
hydraulic fracturing in an effort to protect America's communities and resources. 

Timeline: 

The March 18th publication of the Federal Register Notice indicated we are taking the very important first step of asking the EPA 
Science Advisory Board to evaluate and provide advice on EPA's proposed approach. First EPA will develop and finalize a study 
design plan with input from stakeholders and the Science Advisory Board. The study will begin swiftly, as soon as the planning work 
necessary to design a robust study that will address the current data gaps is completed. EPA will be making every effort to complete 
a final study design by fall of 2010, begin the study in January 2011 and have initial results of the study by the end of 2012. These 
dates are subject to change given the scope of this complex study. 

Thanks, 
Jalillsa 
Press Officer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-3226 
isa.jalil@epa.gov 

David Sternberg 

From: 
To: 

David Sternberg/R3/USEPA/US 
Jalil lsa/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 

at time, 

Cc: 
Date: 

Michael Kulik/R3/USEPA/US@EPA, Daniel Ryan/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 
12/09/2010 03:04PM 

Subject: Fw: from AP reporter 

Jalil, 

me ... 

No action is needed at this time, but for future reference can you tell me who the current press POC is for the ORO study on hydraulic fracturing? 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·E-x::·-·s-·:·-o-efihe-rativ·e-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---~ 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Please advise. Thanks, 
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David 

----- Forwarded by David Sternberg/R3/USEPA/US on 12/09/2010 02:59 PM -----

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

"Rubinkam, Michael" <mrubinkam@ap.org> 
David Sternberg/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 
12/09/2010 02:39PM 
RE: from AP reporter 

Gotcha. Thanks for getting back to me. In light of the EPA's action in Texas a few days ago, I wanted to make sure it was nothing like that. 

From: Sternberg.David@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Sternberg.David@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 09, 2010 2:32 PM 
To: Rubinkam, Michael 
Subject: Re: from AP reporter 

Michael, 

My understanding is that a representative of EPA's Office of Research and Development is meeting with citizens' groups. This is a follow up to 
previous outreach activities in the process of designing a national study on the impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water. 

David 

From: 

To: 

Date: 

Subject: 

DIM0245206 

"Rubinkam, Michael" <mrubinkam@ap.org> 

David Sternberg/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 

12/09/201 0 11 :40 AM 

from AP reporter 

DIM0245209 



David, 

Just left you a voice message. I cover Marcellus Shale issues. I am hearing that EPA is in the Dimock area today. Can you confirm that, and tell me why? 

Thanks, 

Mike 

Michael Rubinkam 

Correspondent 1 Northeastern Pa. 

5050 Tilghman St., Suite 115 

Allentown, PA 18104 

610-530-5791 (w) 

610-530-5792 (f) 

Email: mrubinkam@ap.org 

Twitter: apmike9 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use 
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this e-mail. Thank you. 
[IP US DISC]msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938 
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